
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

With the boating season well underway, here is a useful tip for all power boat owners: Be sure to 
have a signed registration card on board. Also required is a fire extinguisher in good working order 
and life jackets that fit each occupant. Children in a life jacket that is too large could slip out! 

And while we're on the subject, please make sure that any children with you, playing on or near the 
water, are wearing a life jacket. So far there have been three near tragedies with young children 
nearly drowning. Imagine if that happens… how do you live with it? 

When boating, everyone should wear a life jacket. If an emergency occurs, there is no time to find 
and put one on; and if you are in the water, it is extremely difficult to do so. Try it sometime. I 
equate not wearing a life jacket to playing football without a helmet or driving without a seat belt. 

On a related subject, you are responsible for any damage caused by your boat's wake. Look behind 
you to see how big a wake your boat is creating. If too large, your boat may be out of trim. Correct, 
and if still too large, try staying at least 100 feet away from other boats, docks, etc. This will allow 
the waves to gradually reduce in size. 

A few observations: 

• Avoid situations that require excellent helmsmanship and outstanding seamanship; 

• Tonnage wins; 

• If the houses are getting bigger, you are headed towards land; 

• If you see a boat with its bow in the air and/or fenders hanging over the side, avoid it;  
 the skipper has no clue; 

• Never approach a dock any faster than you intend to hit it. 

A tip of the hat to our office volunteers and to Margot Realmuto who coordinates their efforts. They 
enable us to keep the office open on Mondays and Thursdays. More volunteers are always needed, 
so if you could join them for one shift (4 hours) a month, please contact the Office at 540-719-0690. 

Stay safe and enjoy the summer, 

Pete Lewis 
Pete Lewis, SMLA President 

July 2016 
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Thanks to volunteers from the US Sail and Power Squadron for marking the boundaries for  

the Independence Day fireworks celebration in front of Saunders’ Point, and to everyone who 

helped make it a safe event by observing the No-Wake protocol. 

 



 

 

SMLA FACES CARDBOARD BOAT REGATTA CHALLENGE 
The SMLA Board of Directors has accepted the challenge! The W. E. Skelton 4-H Educational Conference 
Center has organized a cardboard boat Regatta scheduled for Saturday, July 30 as part of the many  

activities around the lake celebrating Smith Mountain Lake’s 50th anniversary. 

In order to support this event, the SMLA Board of Directors agreed to register for this event and construct a 
cardboard boat. The only building materials allowed for the boat are cardboard, glue, duct tape and paint. 

Other materials may be used for “fixturing” while building the boat, but those materials must be removed 

before the event. A small model of the boat was made to help in visualizing the result. 

Five intrepid but inexperienced cardboard boat constructors from the SMLA board of directors volunteered 

to build this boat. As of this writing the boat is about 75% complete and amazingly even looks something 

like the model. Although we have been using razor knives and noxious chemicals (contact adhesive) no  
major injuries have been reported so far. 

Our boat is designed to hold a crew of two using canoe or kayak paddles. The goal is to paddle 200 yards 

without sinking. It’s not that we aren’t confident in our work, but the paddlers will be secured in life jackets. 

If you would like to find out more about the Regatta, please visit the 4-H website at 

www.retreatatsmithmountainlake.com/regatta. 

BUFFER LANDSCAPE Team gives presentation to Cedar Key Estates HOA 

On Saturday, June 18th Meg and Rich Brager visited Saunders Fire Hall for the annual meeting of the Cedar 
Key Estates Home Owners Association to give a presentation on the value of Buffer Landscaping. 

The mantra of the Buffer Landscaping Committee (BLC) is “slow and filter the flow” of rainwater and runoff 

on your property. We would like to significantly increase the number of lakefront properties utilizing BL  
techniques, while promoting the concept that landowners can have beautiful lakefront property and be lake 

friendly and environmentally sound. The BLC does this through education, recognition and participation. 

BL techniques help keep things like fertilizers, herbicides, road salt, pet and other animal waste, overflow 
from septic systems, etc. from washing into the lake. In addition, BL attracts birds and pollinators to your 

yard. 

Techniques for slowing the flow include planting long rooted 
Virginia native species plants, terracing, installing berms, rain 

gardens, and water permeable hardscape. 

The BL team is available to do personalized home visits to 

your property and will give advice on how to start your own 

buffer landscape garden. There is no charge for this service. 
Just contact us at www.smlassociation.org and click on the 

Buffer Landscaping or call the SMLA Office at 540-719-0690. 
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TAKE PRIDE IN SML OFF TO SUCCESSFUL START 

Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake has enjoyed much success since switching from a one-day event 
to a season-long initiative this year. In May alone, TPISML had 15 registered events with nearly 150 
people participating. 

What is Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake?   TPISML is community-wide effort for those who use 

and enjoy Smith Mountain Lake to work together to keep it clean. 

Now in its 29th year, TPISML has made it even easier for businesses and individuals to take part in 
the annual cleanup effort. Instead of a one-day event, Take Pride lasts all summer long. 

How can you participate?   Go to www.TakePrideSML.wordpress.com to find a list of scheduled 

events or for information on organizing your own event! 

Simply choose a date between now and September 5 that works best for you to clean up on the 
shoreline, on the water, or both, then download and complete the sign-up form, which is available 
at TakePrideSML.wordpress.com and at the TLAC office on Scruggs Road. 

TPISML provides trash bags, gloves and a free T-shirt for participants while they last. 

How else can you help?   Spread the word! Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter and be sure to 

post photos of your cleanup efforts with the hashtag #TakePrideSML. 

Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake volunteers deliver debris, including a 
number of old tires, to a drop-off point at Crazy Horse Marina on May 
16. “We didn't get as much trash as we thought we would, but I guess 
that's a good thing,” said Chris Bechtler, director of marine operations 
at Crazy Horse, who organized the event and submitted the photo. 
More than a dozen volunteers cleaned up approximately six miles of 
shoreline, Bechtler said. 

 
 

Walnut Run neighborhood volunteers remove debris 
from Smith Mountain Lake as part of their Take Pride in 
SML event on May 14. Approximately four tons of debris 
was collected. 
Photo courtesy of Brent Reus. 

 
 

Volunteers unload debris from a pontoon collected from Smith 
Mountain Lake on May 14 near Walnut Run. Approximately 35 
friends and neighbors took part in the Take Pride in SML 
cleanup event. Photo courtesy of Brent Reus. 

 

 

 

Walnut Run neighborhood volunteers gather for 
a photo following their Take Pride in Smith 
Mountain Lake cleanup event on May 14, then  
celebrate their cleanup efforts with a hot dog 
cookout, a Take Pride in Smith Mountain Lake 
tradition. 
Photo courtesy of Brent Reus.
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WATER QUALITY MONITORING 
SMLA and Ferrum College had the Water Quality Monitoring (WQM) kickoff on May 9 with the SMLA 

volunteer monitors. Five Professors and Staff plus four student summer WQM interns were involved 

in registrations and training. All enjoyed strawberry shortcake supplied by Ferrum. (See photos) 

    

The 30th consecutive year of WQM officially started with water sampling the week of May 22nd. The 

scope of this program (SMLA’s largest) comprises 56 volunteers monitoring 85 sites around the lake 

this summer. 56 sites are measured for Total Phosphorus, Total Nitrogen, Chlorophyll-a (the surro-

gate for algae) and Secchi Disc depth (the measurement for water clarity). The other 13 sites are 

checked for the Secchi depth only. In addition to these 56 sites, tributaries are monitored at 22  

locations where they enter the lake by the summer interns and some volunteers for the same four 

set of tests as stated above. Ferrum College Faculty and interns monitor depth profiles at 5 different 

locations in the lake for dissolved oxygen, conductivity and pH (Acidic or Basic). Finally, E. coli  

bacteria samples are taken at 14 sites around the lake. All of this is done every other week for a  

total of 6 times over the summer. 

As you can now begin to understand the amount of work involved, the equipment required, samples 

and data generated is very large. The most amazing thing is that a partnership of SMLA, Ferrum  

College and Volunteers has kept this WQM program for SML going for 30 years on a lake covering 

over 22,000 surface acres of water and 550 miles of shoreline. The students drive over 250 miles 

per day for 2 days just to pick up samples from the volunteers and sample some tributaries. A huge 

“Thank You” goes to all involved over the years. 

The results are published on a preliminary summary basis in the fall and the final results are detailed 

in a 100+ page final report in February after all of the data is checked and the report is written and 

proof read. The data is submitted to the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality for entry into 

the data base of Virginia water quality parameters. 

If there is an issue, especially with the bacteria levels, we notify the SMLA members by E-mail ASAP, 

as we did on June 10, as follows. 

As a result of the bacteria testing done by Ferrum College for SMLA, We have test results for E-coli 

bacteria at high levels at three locations. There was a very high reading at the upper headwaters to 

the Blackwater River above marker B-48 which was a Va. Dept. of Health (VDH) violation with the E. 

coli MPN exceeding the VDH recommended maximum standard for recreational waters. This is a 

typical high level bacteria location based on prior year results. The headwaters of the Roanoke River 

above marker R-87 was just under the VDH standard. Finally the cove across from marker BR-3 on 

Bull Run River past the marina was just barely above the VDH standard. The results for the other 11 

locations we monitor for bacteria around the lake were very low. Based on the large amount of  
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rainfall lately these results are not surprising. We were worried it may have been worse. 

SML, and the streams and rivers that flow into it, are in a rural area with many wildlife and farm  

animals. Based on prior year testing they are the sources of the majority of the bacteria. 

E Coli: We all have Escherichia coli (E. coli) in our bodies. The issue is if you get excess E. coli in 

your body you may become ill. The following is from a VDH fact sheet on E. coli: 

What are the symptoms of E coli? Some people who are exposed to E. coli do not become ill. Others 

may develop stomach cramps and bloody diarrhea. Symptoms may also include vomiting, fever, and 
chills. 

How soon after exposure do symptoms appear? Symptoms may appear anywhere from two to ten 

days after exposure, but usually appear around three to four days after exposure. 

How is E. coli diagnosed? Special laboratory testing of a stool sample is needed to confirm E coli. 

What is the treatment for E coli? Persons with diarrhea should drink plenty of liquids to prevent  

dehydration. Most people get well within one week without being seen by a physician, but it is  
important for anyone with bloody diarrhea to seek medical attention. Do not take antibiotics or 
drugs that stop diarrhea (e.g., Imodium). 

Additionally, VDH has previously provided the following advice. 

Don’t Swim: (1) around ducks or other wildlife in the water; (2) after heavy rainfall 

events; don't swallow the water; and don’t rely on water clarity as an indicator of water 

quality. 

They also advise that you not swim if you have open wounds or sores on your body, and 

always take a shower after swimming. 

Larry Iceman, Chair, WQM Committee 

FAMILY NIGHT BOATING: A TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITY 

Night boating isn’t just for fishermen and romantics any more. A family night boat ride is exciting for 
children and grandchildren as they get to see a different lake after sunset. To make the most of a 
night boat ride opportunity, start with preparations for your boat… and for your passengers as well. 

Pick a quiet evening with a bright moon and stars to enhance our beautiful lake shoreline and  
surrounding mountains. As the skipper, you will need to ensure that your navigation lights are work-
ing properly—red to port, green to starboard, and bright enough to be seen for one mile. The all-
around white stern light must be visible for two miles and show above any other part of your vessel. 
None of these lights can be obstructed. Having your crew check them for proper operation is an 
early teaching opportunity. 

Call attention to how the red and green navigation lights shine in sectors. Kids can walk along the 
dock beside the boat and see when the red or green light comes into view. Explain how this design 
shows your direction of travel to other boaters and indicates which vessel has the right of way. As 
we all learned in the Virginia Safe Boating Education course, if you see another vessel’s red light, 
you are the “Give Way Vessel” and are obligated to change course and speed to avoid a collision. If 
you see the other vessel’s green side light, you are the “Stand On Vessel” and should maintain 
course and speed until safely past. The important exception to this rule: if the other vessel does not 
appear to yield, then the “Stand On Vessel” must take action to avoid any threat of a collision. Once 
you are out on the water, you’ll have ample opportunities to point out how navigation lights enable 
skippers to follow the rules of the road at night. Continued on next page 
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One other reminder about lights: if your boat is equipped with “docking lights,” you should not use 

these as “headlights” while under way. They are meant for docking assistance only and can spoil 

other boaters’ night vision if used in open water. Similarly, transom-mounted or other hull mood 

lighting, intended only for use while anchored or docked, must not be used underway. 

Prepare your passengers with life jackets that are appropriate in size and see that they are worn. 

Jackets and blankets can also be appreciated on cool evenings. The next most important ingredient 

for a safe and enjoyable boat ride is that you operate your vessel at “safe speed.” Safe speed is that 

speed, in any condition, where you can stop your vessel in time to avoid hitting other objects such 

as docks, markers and other boats. 

Another good practice, when operating your boat at any time is to ask your passengers to assist as 

lookouts. Having proper lookouts is required by the rules of navigation. This is a perfect time to 

point out the difference between red, green and white flashing channel markers and how to distin-

guish them from vessel navigation lights and lights on shore. 

As the skipper teaching others, make it easy on yourself and operate in an area of the lake that you 

know well. You will be most comfortable recognizing the navigational aids and shoreline features of 

your most familiar sections of the lake. Stick close to home. 

Preparation, situational awareness and safe speed are examples of good boating practices that you 

want to demonstrate to your passengers. Remember that the young ones are watching your sea-

manship skills and learning while enjoying the world of darkness and lights on Smith Mountain Lake. 

Tom Merriman, SML Water Safety Council & US Coast Guard Auxiliary 

WHAT DOES DROWNING LOOK LIKE? 

When I was a rookie lifeguard more than fifty years ago I had all the requisite skills to save a 

drowning victim’s life, but none on how to identify said victim. During the eighties and nineties two 

of my colleagues did a great deal of research, viewing videos and interviewing literally thousands of 

lifeguards to identify what a person looks like when they are drowning and how a lifeguard can best 

use that information in their job. 

Dr. Francesco Pia of the New York Boroughs Health Department identified and named the Instinctive 

Drowning Response. Unlike in the old movies there is no calling for help, splashing and going under 

for a third time. As an autonomic response to suffocation by water, except in rare cases, the person 

cannot call for help. They also cannot swim, make forward progress or save themselves. This is criti-

cal, being most people die within six feet of safety. An actively drowning person will be upright in 

the water with their head tilted back bobbing with no discernable kick and with their arms straight 

out to the side pressing down on the water. This activity lasts no more than twenty to sixty seconds 

and the person will slip under the water. 

There are also two other things to look for in swimmers behavior. There is the distressed swimmer 

who can call for help and makes little or no forward progress, usually due to exhaustion or hypo-

thermia. This individual can quickly become an actively drowning victim if not noticed or  

assisted. The other type of behavior is the passive drowning victim who, due usually to a medical 

problem, loses consciousness and sinks quickly below the surface unseen. 

OK, what can we do? First of all understand the second leading cause of accidental death in those 
under the age of fifteen is drowning. Interestingly another friend of mine, Dr. Tom Griffith from 
Penn State University, has documented that lifeguards lose focus if they stay in the same place and 
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in the same position after five minutes no matter how hard they try not to. When you are a lookout 
(you must have a designated lookout when people are swimming) walk around, stand up, sit, but 
change your body position often. Always, always, always, swim with a buddy. Stay within reach of 
your buddy. Other swimmers alert lifeguards about problems more than they observe them. 

Last but not least, do not attempt to save a drowning victim unless you are trained to do so. As was 
mentioned earlier, they can’t make rational decisions and to them you are an island to climb onto, 
so their head is out of the water. Borrowing from the days I trained Boy Scouts in Camp: 

1. Reach: Anything that can extend your grip (Do you remember the six feet?) 
2. Throw: Preferably something that has a line on it but anything that floats works great. 
3. Row: Get out to them with a boat but watch your prop and cut the power. And as a last resort 
4. Go: If you have training—and take something like a PFD with you to help float and keep a 

buffer between you and a panicked victim. 

With a little education, planning, and focus we can have another safe swimming season at our 50 year 
old lake. 

Patrick Massa, Chair, SML Water Safety Council 
Former EMT Instructor, Open Water Lifeguard, Water Safety Instructor Trainer, Lifeguarding  
Instructor Trainer and College Aquatics Director for Forty Years 

VESSEL PUMP-OUT PROGRAM: 2016 SEASON KICK OFF 

The Vessel Pump-Out Program (formerly Royal Flush) began its 15th  
season in 2016. This was the third year the program operated exclusively 
from the shorelines without a pump-out boat on the water. We did, how-
ever, start the program two weeks earlier this year and pumped out more  
vessels during that period than was anticipated. Out on the shores, the 
pump-out technicians began visiting marinas on May 14th and will continue 
to do so on weekends through September 5th with additional days on  
holiday weekends. As always, we accept scheduled appointments for 
pump out services from customer requests, as well as servicing additional 
boats as requested by owners during marina visits. After completing each 
pump-out, teams also distribute educational literature to boaters about 
our program and the benefits of keeping effluent out of the water. Those 
wishing to schedule a pump out are encouraged to call (540) 529-0602. 

To ensure smooth operations, the Vessel Pump Out organization consists 
of a supervisor, two teams of two technicians each, and two pump out 
trucks. Behind the scenes, Tri-County Lakes Administrative Commission 
(TLAC) staff and SMLA directors have partnered to manage administrative 
and logistical functions of the program. Currently, the program is on track 
to exceed last year’s record 4,936 gallons of sewage pumped from boats, 
helping to ensure clean and healthy water for recreation on Smith Moun-
tain Lake. 

I’d like to thank the VA Department of Health, TLAC and SMLA members 
for making it possible to continue this program so that everyone can  
enjoy clean water at Smith Mountain Lake. 

Rob Whitener, Chair, Vessel Pump-Out 
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SAVE OUR STREAMS 

On a recent sunny April afternoon, Bill and Anne Piatt, representing the Hickory Creek water moni-

toring team, met with Wendy Furrow-Scott of Hickory Hill Vineyards and Winery to erect a sign  

noting the partnership between the vineyard owners and the local chapter of Save Our Streams 

(SOS). 

Thanks to a grant from the Smith Mountain Lake Association, program coordinators De English and 

Geoff Orth have been able to place signs at stream monitoring sites around the greater Lake area. 

The signs call attention to the work of about 35 certified volunteers who monitor more than 20 

streams flowing into Smith Mountain Lake and to the host landowners who allow their streams to be 

tested up to four times a year. 

The Save Our Streams Hickory Creek team, which also includes Charlie Diederich and Jim Harvey, 

has been monitoring the stream at the vineyards since 2008. Bill and Anne Piatt call it “an almost 

perfect creek,” based on the number and type of macroinvertebrates they find and catalog when 

testing the creek water. The stream has consistently ranked at the top of the scale among the Bed-

ford County streams tested. “The water quality here is very, very high,” English said. 

Another very healthy stream monitored in the program is the Pigg River at Wade Park, a few miles 

outside Rocky Mount. Efforts there are led by Guy Buford, whose team includes Connie Hylton,  

Victoria Keenum, and Shawn Shirley. The Wade Park site is monitored with the cooperation of 

Franklin County’s Department of Parks and Recreation. Department director Paul Chapman, whose  

academic background is in ecology, found that working with SOS was a natural partnership that 

could help support the development of the county’s Blueway for kayakers and canoeists. A major 

Blueway access point is within a stone’s throw of the SOS monitoring site. 

SOS is always willing to consider additional streams in the Lake watershed area for monitoring,  

according to Orth, as long as there are sufficient volunteers to monitor them. 

If you have questions about becoming a certified SOS monitor, please contact De English at 

de.english100@gmail.com or Geoff Orth at gcorth01@gmail.com. 

Hickory Hill Vineyard, presentation of certificate 

and dedication of sign (left to right): Bill Piatt, 
Anne Piatt and Wendy Furrow-Scott 

Sign placed at the Pigg River  

at Wade Park with (left to right): Victoria 
Keenum, Guy Buford and Connie Hylton 
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Application for NEW Membership to SMLA 

Members: Do you know someone who would support the mission of SMLA? Please give them this 
membership application. Membership is one of the easiest ways to safeguard Smith Mountain Lake, 
and SMLA is a non-profit organization. Dues are tax deductible. Joining is as easy as mailing a check or 
calling 540-719-0690 on Tuesday or Friday to pay by credit card. 

Free gift to NEW Members with 4 membership levels! Select Annual Membership level below: 

� Family Membership $30.00 

� Bronze Membership $50.00 
  with complimentary Lake Map 

� Silver Membership $100.00 
  with complimentary “No Wake” dock sign 

Total Amount Enclosed:   
  
Phone:   

� Gold Membership $250.00 
  with both Lake Map and “No Wake” sign 

� Platinum Membership $500.00 
  with both Lake Map and “No Wake” sign 

� Business Membership $50.00 

 Business Name:   

 Address   

Please provide the following information for each person in your family/organization who will be a part of 
your membership. Use an additional sheet if needed to provide the information on additional members.  

Name:   

email:   

Additional phone:   

� Paperless Newsletter (receive pdf file by email only) 

Please indicate any programs in which you 
would like to participate: 

� Environmental Education 

� Lake Council � Lake Issues 

� Buffer Landscape  � Storm Water Runoff 

� Litter  � Weed Monitors 

� Royal Flush  � Septic Pump out 

� Water Management 

� Save the Islands � Water Quality Monitoring 

  � Fertilizer 

� Lake Map Program   � Save our Streams 

� Local Government 

� Membership & Business Partners 

� Office Volunteer 

� Public/Media Relations 

� Shoreline Management Plan 

� Take Pride in SML (lake cleanup) 

� Water Safety Council 

Name:   

email:   

Additional phone:   

� Paperless Newsletter (receive pdf file by email only) 

Please indicate any programs in which you 
would like to participate: 

� Environmental Education 

� Lake Council � Lake Issues 

� Buffer Landscape  � Storm Water Runoff 

� Litter  � Weed Monitors 

� Royal Flush  � Septic Pump out 

� Water Management 

� Save the Islands � Water Quality Monitoring 

  � Fertilizer 

� Lake Map Program   � Save our Streams 

� Local Government 

� Membership & Business Partners 

� Office Volunteer 

� Public/Media Relations 

� Shoreline Management Plan 

� Take Pride in SML (lake cleanup) 

� Water Safety Council 

New Members Only: Please mail your tax deductible check to – 
Smith Mountain Lake Association, 400 Scruggs Road, Suite 2100, Moneta, VA  24121 

Existing Members: This is not a renewal notice. The office will contact you when it is time to 
renew your membership. You can find your renewal date near your address on the mailing label page 
of this newsletter. You may charge your membership level, or pay via credit card, by calling 540-719-
0690 on Tuesday or Friday when our administrative assistant will be available to assist you. 
 

Phone: 540-719-0690 Fax: 540-719-0690 e-mail: TheOffice@smlassociation.org 



Partner Businesses 
SMLA is very appreciative of our Partner businesses that support our mission and recognize the value of 
membership by extending special discounts to our members. The generosity goes full circle in our commu-
nity, and many members tell us that in an effort to fully support local businesses they do not request SMLA 
discounts. If you are one of those members who is kind enough to waive the SMLA member discount at a 
partner business, please express your appreciation to the proprietor. Partner business advertisements ap-
pear beginning below. We want supporting businesses to know that these advertisements are noticed by 
members and that their support of SMLA is appreciated. 

SMLA Office Hours 

The secretary is in the office on Tuesday and Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 
From May through August, the office will be open most Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 to 

5:00 (staffed by volunteers). The SMLA office is closed on Wednesday. 

Help Cut Expenses – Go Paperless! 
Are you willing to receive newsletters, in full color, as a PDF file? Send an email to:  

TheOffice@smlassociation.org or call 540-719-0690 to receive electronic newsletters only. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Where Boaters Belong™ 

Capt. Rick Ellett 
P 540-719-5555      F 704-302-1930 

rellett@seatow.com      www.seatow.com 

$21.00 off new Sea Tow memberships for SMLA members  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10% discount for food or retail items, excludes service, parts, & gas 

 
Roanoke River Valley Log Homes 

Log Home Packages & Timber Frame Products 

www.ilovelogs.com 
540.420.0338 or 540.420.8326 

ilovelogs@yahoo.com 

Free Price Quotes ~ Custom Plans Welcome 
Discounts to SMLA Members 

Sam & Gale Easter 
Independent Representatives: 
Log Homes of America, Inc. 

 
15% off custom picture framing 

 



You can support SMLA 
by passing along the New 
Membership Application 
in this newsletter to a 
friend or neighbor who is 
not a member. 

Representing members on issues that affect 
Smith Mountain Lake and its watershed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10% off scheduled carpet or duct cleaning. 
(Please mention ad at booking.)  

 

Advertise your business here! 

For information send an email to:  
TheOffice@smlassociation.org  

or call 540-719-0690. 

Become a business partner and agree  
to give discounts or incentives to  

SMLA Members. 

 

 

  

Appalachian Power Provides Office Hours at the Smith Mountain Lake Asso-

ciation office for your Shoreline Management Questions on 

Friday Afternoons from1:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Office hours are an opportunity for property owners to ask general questions  

about shoreline management at Smith Mountain Lake. No appointment is needed. 

Visit www.smithmtn.com for more information and FAQs about  
the Shoreline Management Plan. 

20% off any automotive detailing package. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Sign up for the Capps Best Rewards Program 

Partners Program Update 

The Partners’ Program is an opportunity for businesses to “partner” with SMLA in promoting the 

health and welfare of the lake. We are looking for an individual who will assist in the implementa-

tion of the Partners’ Program. This will include contacting businesses to solicit business member-

ships and offer incentives to our members. 

There is a natural synergy between our area businesses and SMLA. If the lake remains healthy, we 

will continue to attract residents and visitors, promoting business success! If you are interested in 

assisting, please contact Lorie Smith at 540-524-9220. 
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Change of Phone? - Change of Email? 

Please let us know about these changes so we can  
continue to keep you informed. 

Email: theoffice@smlassociation.org or call 540-719-0690 

Thank You 

Note to SML Property Owners 

Reading this newsletter highlights many of the things that SMLA is engaged in to protect and enhance 
the investment that you have made in Smith Mountain Lake. Your investment includes not only the prop-
erty that you own, lease or rent but also your investment in the lifestyle we all enjoy. SMLA is your asso-
ciation and is the only organization that is dedicated to the broad range of environmental, property, 
safety, recreation, and legislative issues of concern to us all. 

We thank you for your membership; and for many of you, we are grateful for your volunteerism, so 
freely given. The old saying, “many hands make light work” is so very true. But it’s not just for the  
various important projects that we undertake and support. Those “many hands” also apply to member-
ship and the impact we have in the state and community, driving progress on the issues that affect the 
lake and the life we’ve invested in. 

So again, we thank you. Don’t forget to renew. Also, please ask your friends and neighbors to join us; 
and if you are reading this newsletter online, or if someone passed it on to you and you’re not a member, 
well it’s time you were. It’s never been easier. Visit our new web site and follow the “join us” link. You 
can even pay online. Membership matters! 


