
 

 

Presidents Letter 
As we enter a near year, I would like to extend sincere appreciation to all volunteers, members, 
committees, Board members, staff and Pete Lewis for a successful 2016! Pete has served as our 
President for the last two years and has done so with high levels of commitment, passion and dedi-
cation to SMLA’s mission! Thank you Pete! 
As SMLA’s new President, I look forward to 2017 with excitement and the opportunity to move the 
organization into it’s future. SMLA’s future is rich with opportunities to plan our future in a strategic 
manner, grow our membership, cultivate business relationships and, most importantly, enhance our 
programs and activities to promote the health, welfare and safety of Smith Mountain Lake. 
At the December Board of Director’s meeting, the following individuals were re-elected to serve: Rich 
Brager, Bob Camicia, Tom Hofelich, Larry Iceman, John Rupnik, Randy Stow and Rob Whitener.  
I wish to extend my gratitude to each of these individuals for all of their hard work and their collective 
desire to continue their service! 
The Board of Directors also welcomes new Directors, Casey Kroll and Bill Timmins! I am extremely 
grateful to Casey and Bill for choosing SMLA to volunteer their time and talents! 
Of important note, SMLA recently provided comments to FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory  
Commission) regarding the Mountain Valley Pipeline and its potential impact on Smith Mountain 
Lake and Leesville Lake. In summary, we are recommending a detailed qualitative analysis on the 
MVP as it relates to near-surface groundwater flow, as well as, the potential impact on the FERC 
project/AEP pump-back project and SML lake levels. Our complete response can be found at our 
website www.SMLAssociation.org. Many thanks to Dr. Chuck Sinex, Jim Colby, Casey Kroll and the 
Board. 
The SMLA Board recently voted to re-appoint Randy Stow as its representative to the Tri-County 
Lake Administrative Commission (TLAC) Board for 2017. Also, the Franklin County Board of  
Supervisors recently re-appointed me as the SML Citizen Representative to the TLAC Board. Many 
thanks to Randy. 
It is my distinct privilege to serve the SMLA organization. We are moving into 2017 with emphasis on 
strategic planning and how to better serve our membership and community at-large, all focused on 
the health, welfare and safety of SML! 
Kindest regards, 
Lorie M. Smith 
President
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SMLA Board of Directors Kicks off 2017 
Our first Smith Mountain Lake Association Board of 
Directors meeting for 2017 was held on Tuesday, 
January 17. This is an important meeting because 
we install our new officers. We have a new Presi-
dent, Lorie Smith and a new Vice President, Jim 
Colby. We also welcomed new board members,  
Casey Kroll and Bill Timmins. 

Outgoing President Pete Lewis turns over  
the gavel to new President Lorie Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 SMLA Board of Directors: Seated l to r: Jim Colby–Vice Pres., Lorie Smith–President, Diana Shoudel–
Secretary 
Standing l to r: Rich Brager, Russ Johnson, Gale Easter, Mike McEvoy, Neil Holthouser, Randy Stow, Bill Timmins,  
Bob Camicia, Tom Hofelich, Chuck Sinex 
Not Present: Larry Iceman, Casey Kroll, Pat Massa, Terry Naylor, John Rupnik—Treasurer, Rick Watson, Rob Whitener 

The meeting then turned to some business issues such as the 2017 budget, 2017 membership drive 
and our next issue of the newsletter. Also discussed were important issues including wake erosion and 
water quality. These and other important lake related issues will be discussed next week in much 
greater detail in the monthly Lake Council meeting. These topics are in line with the SMLA mission to 
be advocates for a safe and healthy lake environment through active programs. The Board of Directors 
will be quite busy for 2017. Your input is always welcome. You may contact us by calling 540-719-0690, 
emailing TheOffice@SMLAssociation.org or visiting our website at smlassociation.org. 
SMLA—Your Association 
You’re a member. So first of all, thank you. Now, think about the reasons you joined. There are a va-
riety of reasons for each of us. For the most part, we recognize the value of our programs and initia-
tives that serve the community we enjoy. But please know that your membership is important to the 
Smith Mountain Lake Association. Your dues support our operations and programs. Even more im-
portant, the fact of your membership demonstrates community commitment. It’s what gives us the 
ability to be heard and supported by governmental and other agencies. 
Many in our lake community are not aware of the importance of membership in the SMLA. They are 
interested and invested but haven’t thought about the impact of their membership. You can help with 
our success by asking your friends and neighbors if they are members and telling them why it’s im-
portant. Membership is easy and the tax deductible dues are less than a good meal out. Give them 
an application or direct them to our website, www.smlassociation.org, where they can join online. 

Membership Matters! 
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Water Quality Monitoring (WQM) 
The SMLA water quality kickoff and training meeting will be held Monday 
evening May 1 2017 at the SMLA offices at 7PM. All returning and new 
monitors are invited. Yes strawberry shortcake will be served. 
If you are unable to be a water quality monitor again this year please notify 
Larry Iceman at (540) 721-4694 or E-mail icemanle@gmail.com. If you are 
interested in potentially becoming a monitor please contact Larry. No prior 
experience is required. You do need a boat. 
A preliminary draft of the 2016 detailed water quality monitoring (WQM) report states that key  
parameters including total phosphorus, total nitrogen, and chlorophyll a were more than 20% higher 
(worse) than in 2015. Water clarity was 10% lower. The overall SML Trophic State Index (TSI) was 
slightly higher (worse). Please remember comparison to prior year does not mean as much as com-
pared to the 10 yr. trend line averages. Those and many other details will be available later when the 
final report is published and available on the SMLA web site. Ferrum College will provide a detailed 
explanation at the kickoff meeting. 
Thank You to the WQM monitors for their terrific work. 
Larry Iceman, Chair of The SMLA Water Quality Committee 

Melvin S. Johnston Citizen Volunteer Award 
Dear Member, 
The Smith Mountain Lake Association is looking for nominations from its members for the Melvin S. 
Johnston Citizen Volunteer Award. This award is presented to the individual or individuals, that 
SMLA feels made the greatest contribution to Smith Mountain Lake and to the quality of life around 
the lake in the prior calendar year or over an extended time period. 
Selection will be made by the Board of Directors of the SMLA based on any of the following contributions. 
1. Impact on SML Environmental Issues 
2. Improvements to Water Safety 
3. Management of Lake Maintenance Issues 
4. Implementation of Projects/Programs of the Smith Mountain Lake Association 
5. Leadership 
6. Lake and/or Community Stewardship 
Please send your nomination along with your reasons for nomination to TheOfice@smlassociation.org 
by Friday, February 17, 2017. Please Note: Previous recipients of the award are not eligible.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 
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Ask SMLA 
Beginning February 1 the Smith Mountain Lake Association is refreshing the successful  
question and answer program originally started by Stan Smith. Our intention remains the same: 
(1) to bring to your attention issues of importance to the lake and watershed, and (2) to give you 
a direct opportunity to ask a question of the Association and receive a direct response. 
January Issues include: The SMLA/Virginia Tech study on Zebra Mussels, and SMLA concerns 
about the proposed gas pipeline. 
Each Quarter, we will publish (on our website, in our newsletter and/or in local media) key  
responses to questions so that our members, and local citizens, can share in the knowledge 
SMLA offers and benefit from our mission. Our goal is to keep you informed. Please send your 
Ask SMLA questions or comments to: asksmla@smlassociation.org. 



 

 

Pigg River Power Dam Breached, SOS Monitors Continue the March 
This past month, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, in cooperation with the Friends of 
the Rivers of Virginia, Franklin County, the 
Town of Rocky Mount, American Electric 
Power, and the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries, completed  
removal of the former power dam on the 
Pigg River in Rocky Mount. The completion 
of the project opens up the last stretch of 
the Pigg’s 72-mile length between its head-
waters and the Leesville Reservoir. The  
meandering route of the stream forms part  
of the Franklin County Blueway and the breach of its final obstacle clears the waterway for boaters, 
fishermen, canoers and kayakers whose way had been blocked by the dam. An additional benefit is 
that the habitat of the small mouth bass and the Roanoke logperch, an endangered species, will be 
enhanced with restored continuity with its headwaters. In fact, the dam had isolated the logperch 
above the dam from other members of its species for over 100 years. 
The Pigg River is also a key asset for members of the Lake-area Save our Streams teams, who 
monitor the water quality of over twenty streams flowing into Smith Mountain Lake and the Leesville 
Reservoir. Each of the streams is monitored by a certified team four times a year. A team led by Guy 
Buford, assisted by Connie Hylton and Victoria Keenum, monitors the Pigg at Waid Park, upstream 
from the dam. Below the dam site, another team led by Hylton and Charlotte Hubbard, with Shawn 
and Brayden Shirley, had monitored the river at Old Angle Farm. Due to increased turbidity and 

the downstream flow of years of sediment which had 
built up behind the dam, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
has recommended a suspension of SOS monitoring for 
up to a year while the stream stabilizes. Consequently, 
the Old Angle Farm team will be reassigned to another 
part of the watershed in the interim, while they also 
continue their monitoring work on the Blackwater River 
at Dillon’s Mill. 
Additional volunteers for stream monitoring in our  
Lake area are always needed. Interested participants 
can contact the area coordinator, Geoff Orth, a t  
gcorth01@gmail.com, to schedule their training. 

January 2017 4 

The Pigg River Dam 

Roanoke Logperch 

Water Safety Council Seeks Nominations for Lifesaving Award 
The SMLA’s Water Safety Council Lifesaving Award is for a person or persons who, because of 
their actions, save a life on and/or immediately surrounding Smith Mountain Lake. In recognition, 
the Council will present this award to the individual or individuals who performed this service.* 
The lifesaving act must be verified by Public Safety and/or EMS providers to the extent that if no  
action had been taken the victim/s most likely would not have survived. An appropriate plaque 
will be presented at an SMLA event. 
Anyone interested in nominating a Lifesaver should write up a narrative of the incident, with the  
appropriate names and contact information, and send it to Patrick Massa at mas-
savilla@yahoo.com. 

*Please note that this award is only for those who have no statutory duty to render aid. 



 

 

Royal Flush 2017 Season Kickoff—Extended Services! 
The Vessel Pump-Out Program (Royal Flush) is beginning preparations 
for the 2017 season. Due to the substantial increase of effluent (27% 
more) collected during 2016’s extended season, we are extending the 
upcoming season even more. For the 2017 season, we will begin, as last 
year, two weekends prior to Memorial Day, on May 13th. However, this 
season will be extended on the back end with pump out services continu-
ing through September 30th. That’s a total of 21 weekends; three more 
than last year. 
We have submitted our proposed 2017 budget and calendar to the  
Virginia Department of Health (VDH) for approval, which we expect due 
to last year’s success. Upon VDH approval, it is then submitted to the  
respective Boards of Supervisors for Bedford, Franklin, and Pittsylvania  
counties. Final approval comes from the Board of Directors for the Tri-County Lakes Association 
(TLAC). Once all approvals are in place, we can begin the pump out crew staffing process. Randy 
Stow and I, along with new SMLA Board member, Bill Timmins, will be responsible for the opera-
tional efficiency and success of the program. With his many years of experience, Randy has proven 
to be an expert at the task. 
In closing, we are very excited about getting the 2017 season underway and are looking forward to 
pumping out all the effluent we can. As always, I would like to thank the Virginia Department of 
Health, TLAC and SMLA members for making it possible to continue this program. Because of them, 
everyone will be able to enjoy clean and healthy water for recreation on Smith Mountain Lake. 
To Schedule pump outs call (540) 529-0602. 
Rob Whitener, Chair – Royal Flush 

SMLA Continues Research on Mussels 
The Lake Committee, through the Invasive Species Committee has continued its research into the 
potential impact of both zebra and quagga mussels on SML. The team has identified the eleven 
most important factors that affect the probability that we could get a sustained infestation of these 
mussels at SML. It also reviewed the past two years of water quality monitoring results and the  
results of a small one-time study specifically focused on the calcium levels in the lake. 

Unfortunately, these historic measures do not cover each of the 
eleven most important factors. However, they do provide enough 
data to indicate that, in regards to these mussels, SML has signifi-
cant variability from location to location in its suitability for these 
mussels to thrive. This is a small piece of very good news: prelimi-
narily, based on this data, SML does not appear to be at risk of a 
major lake-wide infestation. 

SMLA is now working with faculty at Virginia Tech to better understand the mussel risk profile of 
SML. VT has access to both historic and currently emerging federal government data bases that can 
used to help predict the vulnerability of SML to these mussels. A preliminary study was performed 
using the historic data. Unfortunately this data did not have sufficient relevant information to allow 
them to draw sound conclusions. A new, significantly expanded data base will be available to them 
shortly. When it is, VT will attempt to use it to provide an improved risk profile of SML. 
SMLA will then use this risk profile to prioritize its future efforts on potential zebra and quagga  
mussel infestations. 
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SMLA Makes Recommendations to FERC on Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP)  
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
In recent months a small group of SMLA volunteers began working both individually and as a group 
to research and analyze the potential negative impacts of the Mountain Valley Pipeline (MVP) on the 
health and vitality of the lake. Through this group and others, SMLA has been, and continues to be, 
engaged throughout the entire environmental review process on the construction and operation of 
the proposed MVP natural gas pipeline. As with many projects, the proposed pipeline would present 
an array of potential risks and rewards. The SMLA is focused on reducing the risks to Smith Moun-
tain Lake and mitigating any unavoidable negative impacts. SMLA is working diligently with appropri-
ate regulatory bodies to ensure that occurs. 
Unfortunately, we identified several areas of major concern with the MVP portion of the FERC DEIS. 
For each of these areas of concern the SMLA team provided the reasoning justifying each concern, 
developed specific recommendations that should be followed to address each concern, and  
provided both supportive data and information upon which their recommendations were based. 
A brief summary of the concerns raised by the SMLA team include: 

Deficiency No. 1: The Mountain Valley Pipeline Has Potential Negative Impact on FERC 
Project 2210-169 and Smith Mountain Lake Levels 
Deficiency No. 2: Lack of Any Plan to Address the Potential Spread of Zebra Mussel and 
Other Aquatic Invasion Species (AIS) from Infested Waters in West Virginia 
Deficiency No. 3: Lack of a Containment Plan for the Accidental Discharge of Fuels, Oils, 
Coolants or Lubricating Greases into Streams and Rivers During Construction Phases 

The complete SMLA filing is available for public viewing in the FERC eLibrary as accession number 
20161123-5028 for docket CP16-10. A copy is also available from the SMLA Office at 400 Scruggs 
Road, Suite 2100, Moneta, VA 24121 (Tuesdays and Fridays, 9:00-5:00 and most Mondays  
and Thursdays, 9:00-1:00, closed on Wednesdays). 

Smith Mountain Lake Water Safety Council 
The number of accidents and injuries continue to decline on Smith Mountain Lake. This 
would not happen without a concerted effort by many people to improve our experiences on 
the lake while reducing the hazards. The SML Water Safety Council annually recognizes an 
individual, business, or organization for their outstanding contributions in advancing safety 
on the waters of Smith Mountain Lake. The 2016 Karl Martin Water Safety Award recipient 
will be named at the Annual and Town Hall. 
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DGIF Stakeholder Group: Wake Surfing, Wake Boarding, Towed Watersports 
VDGIF is currently studying wake problems, including safety, enjoyment of the water,  
property damage, etc. Of note: VDGIF has contracted with a management group through 
Virginia Commonwealth University to hold stakeholder meetings in an effort to reach a  
consensus regarding these issues on a statewide basis. Members of the Smith Mountain 
Lake Association’s Water Safety Council will be part of this group. As information becomes 
available we will share it with our members. 



 

 

WATER SAFETY COUNCIL: Cold Water Drowning = Death! Not Necessarily 
Living around the Lake with the record low temperatures we’ve experienced as of late, it makes it 
important for us to review how to survive outside in this cold weather. During exercise and high  
temperatures our body reacts, cooling itself and dissipating that heat by sweating. The heat is con-
ducted away by sweat and evaporation may occur. When we find ourselves immersed in cold water 
the body reacts the same way. As heat is conducted away from the body through the surrounding 
water, hypothermia (the lowering of the body’s core temperature) sets in, we become weak and  
lethargic, and we can quickly drown. 
If the face is immersed in water that is seventy degrees Fahrenheit or less the MDR, (Mammalian 
Diving Reflex) kicks in. We are mammals as well as whales, dolphins, seals, polar bears etc. They 
have lungs, and we have lungs. However, because of the Mammalian Diving Reflex, they have 
evolved and can stay under water far longer than we can. So how does the MDR help us survive? 
The body slows down our respiration and heart beat (they are nearly undetectable), constricts our 
muscles in our extremities, and only allows oxygen laden blood to circulate among our brain and 
critical organs. This is more pronounced in infants and children, where there have been cases of  
resuscitations after forty minutes of submersion, and adults, after twenty-five minutes. As a former 
EMT and a current Lifeguard Training Instructor, we have an axiom, “You are not dead until you are 
warm and dead.” The MDR reverses quickly. It’s imperative that CPR is administered immediately, 
and the patient is quickly transported to advanced medical care, where protocols have been  
established. The old rule that brain death occurs four to six minutes after one stops breathing isn’t 
always applicable in these cases. 
What else can we do if we find ourselves unceremoniously in water below seventy degrees? First 
and foremost, you should ALWAYS wear a personal flotation device (lifejacket) around the water, on 
your dock, and in your boat in cold weather. “But I’m a great swimmer” you say. Slip on a slick spot; 
hit your head and even Olympic caliber athletes can’t swim when they are dazed or unconscious. 
Have you ever tried to swim in clothes, much less winter coats and boots? As a point of information, 
the side stroke, breast stroke or elementary back stroke, all with underwater recoveries (arms stay in 
the water) are the best strokes to use when clothed to swim in the water. Get the training as well, 
and learn how to inflate your clothes to stay above water. 
In cold water, keep your head out. As mentioned in a previous Water Safety Notes, more heat is lost 
through the head than any other part of the body. If you can’t swim to safety get in an American Red 
Cross HELP position, bringing your knees to the chest, making your body compact, and retain heat. 
If there is more than one person in the cold water get in an ARC HUDDLE position, again bringing 
your knees to the chest, and like in a football huddle, get side to side placing your arms around the 
persons’ waist next to you, get close, and retain heat. 
Other hypothermia tips: Warm the torso and head first with clothes and blankets. Warming your feet 
and hands next to a fire may feel good; however it forces the coldest blood in your body to your core 
and may decrease your temperature more. If you feel you have frost nip, (cold, painful red skin on 
your extremities) warm gradually. If you feel you have frost bite (pail, no pain, frozen opaque skin), 
do not rub and create more tissue damage (there are ice crystals there), but warm to the frost nip 
level (pain and red skin) and pad between affected toes and fingers. 
Last thing; always keep an updated first aid kit with a survival 
space blanket available. Take an ARC first aid course for yourself, 
and your loved ones. There is a great deal of fun to be had in 
the winter at Smith Mountain Lake. A bit of forethought and 
planning will keep you safe and enjoying your surroundings. 
Patrick J. Massa, Chair – SML Water Safety Council
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A Reflection on Booker T. Washington 
It was a blue sky sunshine January 18th kinda day with temperatures hovering in the low 60’s. 
Yes, in mid-January! My wife, Meg, went to Rocky Mount in the morning for a new hairdo and 
then off to a Master Gardener meeting in the afternoon, also in Rocky Mount. I went to the gym 
in the morning for my workout such as it is, then a quick stop at Kroger for a few items and to 
home for a quick bite to eat. 

So what to do in the afternoon on such a beautiful day? Yes! Hiking boots, walking stick, fanny pack 
quickly thrown into the Miata. Throw the top back and off to Booker T. Washington National Monu-
ment for a short hike. During the hike I snapped a few pix with my trusty cell phone which you can 
see below. 

Hardly anyone else there to share the park with. Ah, solitude. The kind of solitude that lets the mind 
wander. I was thinking about my first visit to BTWNM with Meg about 8 or 9 years ago. We were in 
anticipation of the day we could retire and move in to our new house on beautiful Smith Mountain 
Lake. We enjoyed walking through BTWNM and learning about Booker T. Washington. 

After reflecting on that first visit, my mind continued to 
wander. I thought about the life that Booker T. had at his 
homeplace as a slave. He had to have worked incredibly 
hard, but he didn’t let that stop him from learning about 
the wonder of nature and learning about life. He didn’t 
let that stop him from achieving greatness under the 
worst of conditions. 

My reflections continued. How incredibly lucky I am. I 
have been retired for 7 years now without having to 
worry about our next meal or health insurance. I live in a 
beautiful house on a beautiful lake with my beautiful wife. 
Lucky indeed. 

Before I left the park, I stopped in the visitor  
center and my friend Don Kelso was behind the 
desk doing his volunteer duty as Greeter. After  
exchanging pleasantries, we discussed some 
books we were reading. Don is a special fellow 
himself. I’m sure Booker T. would have liked him 
very much. I don’t know anyone who works harder 
than he. And besides that, he is a very smart guy 
and very personable. I am very lucky to know him. 
Yes, very lucky indeed. 

Thank you Booker T. for allowing me to share your 
homeplace and causing me to reflect. I hope others will 
come to visit you too and reflect on their lives as well. 

Very lucky, indeed. 

Rich Brager 
2017-01-18 
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Application for NEW Membership to SMLA 
Members: Do you know someone who would support the mission of SMLA? Please give them 
this membership application. Membership is one of the easiest ways to safeguard Smith 
Mountain Lake, and SMLA is a non-profit organization. Dues are tax deductible. Joining is as 
easy as mailing a check or calling 540-719-0690 on Tuesday or Friday to pay by credit card. 

Free gift to NEW Members with 4 membership levels! Select Annual Membership level below: 

! Family Membership $30.00 
! Bronze Membership $50.00 
  with complimentary Lake Map 
! Silver Membership $100.00 
  with complimentary “No Wake” dock sign 

Total Amount Enclosed:   
  
Phone:   

! Gold Membership $250.00 
  with both Lake Map and “No Wake” sign 
! Platinum Membership $500.00 
  with both Lake Map and “No Wake” sign 
! Business Membership $50.00 

 Business Name:   
 Address   

   

Please provide the following information for each person in your family/organization who will be a part of 
your membership. Use an additional sheet if needed to provide the information on additional members.  

Name:   

email:   

Additional phone:   

! Paperless Newsletter (receive pdf file by email only) 

Please indicate any programs in which you 
would like to participate: 
! Environmental Education 
! Lake Council ! Lake Issues 

! Buffer Landscape  ! Storm Water Runoff 
! Litter  ! Weed Monitors 
! Royal Flush  ! Septic Pump out 
! Water Management 
! Save the Islands ! Water Quality Monitoring 
  ! Fertilizer 

! Lake Map Program   ! Save our Streams 
! Local Government 
! Membership & Business Partners 
! Office Volunteer 
! Public/Media Relations 
! Shoreline Management Plan 
! Take Pride in SML (lake cleanup) 
! Water Safety Council 

Name:   

email:   

Additional phone:   

! Paperless Newsletter (receive pdf file by email only) 

Please indicate any programs in which you 
would like to participate: 
! Environmental Education 
! Lake Council ! Lake Issues 

! Buffer Landscape  ! Storm Water Runoff 
! Litter  ! Weed Monitors 
! Royal Flush  ! Septic Pump out 
! Water Management 
! Save the Islands ! Water Quality Monitoring 
  ! Fertilizer 

! Lake Map Program   ! Save our Streams 
! Local Government 
! Membership & Business Partners 
! Office Volunteer 
! Public/Media Relations 
! Shoreline Management Plan 
! Take Pride in SML (lake cleanup) 
! Water Safety Council 

New Members Only: Please mail your tax deductible check to – 
Smith Mountain Lake Association, 400 Scruggs Road, Suite 2100, Moneta, VA  24121 

Existing Members: This is not a renewal notice. The office will contact you when it is time to re-
new your membership. You can find your renewal date near your address on the mailing label page of 
this newsletter. You may charge your membership level, or pay via credit card, by calling 540-719-0690 
on Tuesday or Friday when our administrative assistant will be available to assist you. To renew online 
go to www.smlassociation.org and click “Join Us” where you may use PayPal. 

Phone: 540-719-0690 e-mail: TheOffice@smlassociation.org Fax: 540-719-0690 



SMLA Business Partners 
SMLA appreciates Partner businesses who support our mission and recognize the value of SMLA 
membership by extending special discounts and/or incentives to our members. We encourage you 
to shop at these partner businesses and to express your appreciation to them. We want  
supporting businesses to know that their commitment is noticed and that their support of SMLA is 
appreciated. �   Please support businesses that support SMLA!  � 

Ads continue on the next page. 

SMLA Office Hours 
The secretary is in the office on Tuesday and Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

We are open most Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 to 1:00 (staffed by volunteers). 
The SMLA office is closed on Wednesday. 

Help us put more money to work for you—Go Paperless! 
SMLA works diligently to use your membership dollars for programs that benefit the 
lake. Please consider requesting our digital, full color, copy of this newsletter, mailed to 
the eMail address of your choice. This saves us the cost of printing and mailing and 
gives us more money to spend protecting your interest—in your property, the health of 
the lake and issues affecting the watershed. 
If you would like to change to a full color electronic newsletter, please eMail 
theoffice@smlassociation.org or call 540-719-0690. 
If you have picked this newsletter up at the Visitors Center or the Library, please con-
sider joining SMLA. Only SMLA members are eligible to receive newsletters via eMail. 
Go to our website, www.smlassociation.org and click “Join Us.” You can even pay 
online and dues are tax deductibile. We hope you will do so. Membership Matters! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Where Boaters Belong™ 
Capt. Rick Ellett 

P 540-719-5555      f 704-302-1930 
rellett@seatow.com      www.seatow.com 

$21.00 off new Sea Tow memberships for SMLA members 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15% off custom picture framing 
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! Affordable Custom Log Homes 

ROANOKE RIVER VALLEY LOG HOMES 

Independent Representative for Log Homes of America, Inc. 



You can support SMLA by passing the New Membership Application 
in this newsletter to a friend or neighbor who is not a member. 

SMLA: Representing members on issues that affect  
Smith Mountain Lake and its watershed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10% off scheduled carpet or duct cleaning. 
(Please mention ad at booking.) 

 

 
 

Appalachian Power Provides Office Hours at the Smith Mountain Lake  
Association office for your Shoreline Management Questions on 

Friday Afternoons from1:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 
Office hours are an opportunity for property owners to ask general questions  

about shoreline management at Smith Mountain Lake. No appointment is needed. 
Visit www.smithmtn.com for more information and FAQs about  

the Shoreline Management Plan. 

20% off any automotive detailing package. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Please read this if you are not an SMLA member: The Smith Mountain Lake Association 
has worked diligently to protect the investment of property owners since 1969. Our non-profit, 501(c)
(3) organization is the oldest and largest volunteer association in the area. As a member supported 
organization, our effectiveness is derived from broad membership and participation. 
It is our mission to represent our members on issues that affect Smith Mountain Lake and its  
watershed. Member’s interests are advocated throughout the watershed and the Commonwealth using 
education and information to influence constructive outcomes. SMLA works with government,  
business, educational and others to represent our members’ voices in monitoring and planning for the 
health of the water of Smith Mountain Lake. We are equally active on issues involving waterfront 
property, recreational value and safety. 

Membership Matters. 
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Change of Phone? — Change of Email? 
Please let us know about these changes so we can continue to keep you informed. 

Email: theoffice@smlassociation.org or call 540-719-0690. 
Thank You 

Annual and Town Hall Meeting 
Please mark your calendars now for the Annual and Town Hall Meeting, Tuesday, March 28 
at Trinity Ecumenical Parish. Doors open at 5:00 pm and the meeting is from 5:30-6:30. You 
will have the opportunity to talk with Directors, Committee Chairs and experts to learn more 
about what SMLA does to protect the lake and enhance your ability to enjoy it. Please plan to 
attend, and please, ask a friend or neighbor to come with you. There will be award presenta-
tions, highlights of our 2016 season, expanded light refreshments, coffee and soda and, as 
always, door prizes provided by area businesses. When you introduce your guest at the 
door, you both get an extra door prize ticket! 

Would you like to join SMLA? A yearly family membership is only 
$30. You can even pay by credit card, at www.smlassociation.org 
or use the application on page 9 of this newsletter. 


